
G oodbye warehouses, fac-
tories and smokestacks. 

Downtown Gatineau has 
morphed into a cool quar-
tier of  boutiques and bistros 
with a stylish spin and major 
appeal for food fans, bever-
age buffs and families. 

In good weather, terraces 
are packed with fun-seekers 
and strollers are out brows-
ing along Promenade du 
Portage, Eddy St. and Laval 
St. Locals still refer to Vieux 
Hull, an old name that pre-
dates the municipal merger, 
but there is a fresh new feel-
ing here. 

Nathalie Borne, the owner 
of  Miss Chocolat, is a ring-
er for Juliette Binoche in 
the French film Chocolat. 
Pretty, charming and sport-
ing a colourful pastry chef ’s 
head wrap, Borne creates 
truffles spiked with port or 
her signature maki, a sushi-
inspired chocolate treat with 
coriander and ginger, all 
delicately bundled in a sheet 
of  Nori (dried seaweed). 

Borne’s classes for chil-
dren are history made fun, 
starting with the ancient 
Mayans and winding up 
with taste treats. 

For grown-ups, Borne’s 
evening workshops include 
It’s Time for Truffles on 
May 26 and The Infusions on 
June 1. 

Gatineau’s shops are filled 
with artisanal goods. Bou-
tique Le Local sells hand-
made creations by about 80 
Canadian designers, espe-
cially jewellery, gifts and 
clothes. 

You won’t find department 
store wares here. Every-
thing at Le Local is one of  
a kind and a lot of  it is eco-
conscious, handmade of  re-
cycled or natural fabrics. Kol-
lontaï, a feminine collection 
of  lacy, ruffled dresses and 
tops, is designed by Mont-
realer Gabrielle Tousignant. 
For children, Electrik Kidz, 

also from Montreal, produ-
ces T-shirts and baby para-
phernalia using silkscreened 
cotton.    

It’s time for a break. Piz’za-
za, a restaurant and wine bar, 
has a family-friendly menu 
of  salads, pasta and pizzas 
with fine ingredients like 
pesto, merguez, mango and 
prosciutto – although not all 
at the same time. Next door, 
the lively bar Aux 4 Jeudis is 
a single stop for drinks, art 
shows and a wildly popular 
outdoor cinema that shows 
top flicks. 

Gatineau has had an in-
timate relationship with 
beer dating back to the early 
1800s.

Then known as Hull, the 
city’s off-the-record name 
was Beertown because of  
the many fine producers like 
Hull Brewery, Moor’s and 
Robson’s. 

A keeper of  tradition, Les 
Brasseurs du Temps takes 
the art of  beer to lofty, rever-
ential heights. 

Located in an old stone in-
dustrial building, the appeal-
ing Les Brasseurs incorpor-
ates a micro-brewery, a busy 

restaurant, a boutique and a 
first-rate mini-museum ex-
ploring the history of  beer. 
The menu features upmarket 
choices like bison, filet mi-
gnon, wapiti stew and fresh 
fish, most of  it delicately and 

deliciously flavoured with 
beer. 

On the casual side, faves  
include smoked meat pou-
tine and burgers. Folk-rock 
artist Shawn Phillips is next 
on Les Brasseurs’s schedule 

of  live music. He’s set for 
May 24.   

Still thirsty? Gatineau will 
be hopping during the first 
Le Festibière de Gatineau, 
to be held May 27 to 29 on the 
banks of  Lac Leamy, next to 

the Hilton Lac-Leamy. Ex-
pect an intense immersion 
into the world of  100 types 
of  ale, lager and stout, plus 
spirited debates about bottle 
or draft, dark or light and 
artisanal or industrially 
produced.  

Go figure, the multi-gener-
ational Festibière is meant to 
attract all ages. It will include 
kids’ stuff  like inflatable toys, 
face-painting and snack pair-
ings with root beer, as well as 
concerts by Junkyard Dogs 
and Les Moindres, bands 
that are success stories of  the 
Gatineau show scene and be-
yond.

“Festibière actually is a 
family weekend.” said Mario 
d’Eer, the fest’s president. 
“Our philosophy is ‘drink 
less, drink the best’ and we 
want to show kids that a fun 
time is synonymous with 
a responsible approach to 
beer.  

“Beer has been part of  civil-
ization since the beginning 
and we don’t want to demon-
ize it.”

After all of  that exploring, 
you’ll want to stay overnight. 
Auberge Un Pied à Terre is a 
centrally located B&B across 
the street from Gatineau’s 
best-known tourist site, the 
Canadian Museum of  Civil-
ization. 

This four-room inn has a 
place in Quebec history. The 
aged white stucco cottage once 
was the home of  Guy Sanche, 
better known to generations 
of  children as Bobino, the star 
of  a French-language tele-
vision show that ran from the 
1950s to the 1980s. 

Pied à Terre’s owner, Isabelle 
Benoît, has set up an homage 
to Bobino with a photograph 
and display of  his trademark 
hat, cane and gloves. The inn’s 
four rooms have kitchenettes, 
so many guests bring in lunch 
or dinner.
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Country roads
Looking for an 
easy getaway? 
need a place to 
stay? Check out 
the Gazette’s  
interactive map.  
montrealgazette.com/travel

Rochelle lash
Country roadS

 auberGe un Pied À terre

auberge un Pied à terre is a b&b whose rooms have 
kitchenettes, so guests can eat in. 

  Les brasseurs du temPs

micro-brewery Les brasseurs du temps has good food 
and a fine mini-museum dedicated to beer. 

 ❚ iF YOU GO
Gatineau is a two-hour drive 
from montreal. take High-
way 40 west and route 417 
west. once in ottawa, take 
exit 118 for mann ave., then 
follow Lees ave. to King 
edward ave. Heading north 
on King edward ave. will 
lead you to the autoroute de 
la Gatineau. 

 auberge un Pied à terre: 
819-772-4364, www. 
unpiedaterre.com,  
245 Papineau st., Gatineau. 
rooms with kitchenettes 
cost $90-120 per night, 
including continental break-
fast and bicycle storage. 

miss Chocolat: 819-775-
3499, www.misschocolat.
com. 173 Promenade du 
Portage, Gatineau. Closed 
sunday. Workshops at 
l’École Culinaire de Gati-
neau, 819-329-1228, $79. 

Les brasseurs du temps: 
819-205-4999, www.
brasseursdutemps.com. 170 
montcalm st., Gatineau. 
open daily at 11:30 a.m. a 
children’s menu is available 
in the family section.

Piz’za-za: 819-771-0565, 
www.pizzaza.ca; 36 Laval 
st., Gatineau; open mon.-
Fri. from 11:30 a.m. & sat.-
sun: from 5 p.m.

Festibière de Gatineau, 819-
205-1782, www.festibiere 
degatineau.ca; Parc du Lac 
Leamy, Gatineau, may 27-29. 

more info: 800- 265-7822, 
www.tourismeoutaouais.
com.  
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WHERE STAYTO

VERMONT
GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont for $119/night at Canadian
Par Sun-Thursday through June 16th Relax in a Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility
Complimentary Beer, Wine and Hot Meals (Mon-Thurs evenings)
Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast Close to Lake Champlain ,
Church Street Marketplace and the best shopping in Vermont
Inventory is limited. Contact us for Availability Toll-free
reservations 866.337.1616

NEW YORK

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
In wonderful Plattsburg, NY. Only $100 for 2 nights. Canadian
Cash. Up to 2 people, additional pers. add $10 more per night.
Free continental breakfast. Located conveniently off exit 37
on I-87. Some holidays, weekends & special events do not apply.
Up to 70% occ. daily.
Call 518-563-0222 or Toll Free 1-800-358-2137

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NEW YORK CITY
USD $129. for 2 persons. Singles USD $124. Suites USD
$139 - $159.
Lincoln Center area, Hudson River views, 18 floors, kitchenette.
5 min. to midtown, safe, quiet, luxury area, Riverside Tower.
Riverside & 80th St. NYC.
800-724-3136 or visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

MASSACHUSETTS

MAINE

THE CORSAIR & CROSS RIP OCEANFRONT CAPE COD
Walk on our private beach, swim in our indoor and outdoor pools
or explore the Cape! Large family rooms with kitchenettes and
comfortable Queen beds – some with jacuzzis and balconies. Try our
Best Value Spring Packages: Weekday Escape or Two with A View.
Food and Event Tickets included. Rated # one on travel websites!
www.corsaircrossrip.com 800-345-5140, Dennisport, MA

STONEHURST MANOR
White Mountains. North Conway
Enjoy the comforts of our secluded “country elegant” boutique
hotel with panoramic mountain views, cozy fireplaced Library
Lounge, renowned international dining. 25 guest rooms (some
w/fireplaces), Jacuzzi. spring skiing, hiking & tax-free outlet
shopping nearby. From $73ppdo(US) includes Full Breakfast &
Dinner (off regular full menu). Photos, amenities & menu
online. www.StonehurstManor.com 800-525-9100

SIX SOUTH STREET HOTEL
Opening Special. $99. per night! Easy 3 hour drive from
Montreal. Brand new boutique hotel, Six South St. Hotel, In
charming downtown Hanover,NH., home of Dartmouth College.
Luxurious guestrooms, bar & bistro. Great museums, dining
and tax-free NH shopping! Inventory is limited. Based on
availability. 603-643-0600 www.sixsouth.com.

OUTAOUAIS
WAKEFIELD MILL INN & SPA
This beautiful 4 star heritage-designated country inn is located
just a short drive from Ottawa in the village of Wakefield and
in the heart of Gatineau Park. Indulge in a range of luxury spa
treatments, fine dining or casual dining all with views of the
picturesque Maclaren Falls. See our website for a full range of
romantic getaways, spa packages and business packages.
www.wakefieldmill.com 1-888-567-1838

THE NORTH HERO HOUSE INN & Restaurant
Romantic rooms, outstanding cuisine, magnificent lake and
mountain views. Fireplaces and Jacuzzi tubs. Romantic getaway
just 60 miles from Montreal. Biking, boating and lakeside spa.
toll-free 888-525-3644. www.northherohouse.com

QUALITY INN
2 nights special for $139 USD or 1 night for $70 USD plus tax.
Rates include Full Hot Breakfast with waffle, Indoor Heated Pool,
hot tub, sauna, fitness center and wireless internet along with a
business center. Mention Montreal Gazette special to book this
rate. Rates based on availability and valid through 04/30/11. Also
mention Park & fly rate up to 10 days parking for $109.00 USD
plus tax which includes room for 1 night and transportation from
BTV airport valid through 04/30/11. I-89, Exit 13. The cancellation
policy would be 24 hours.
CALL: 802-985-8037

SMART SUITES
Spring Break Special Come and enjoy our hospitality in either a
studio
efficiency at US $89.95/night or a spacious one bedroom suite at
US $99.95/night, including a deluxe continental breakfast and free
WIFI. Call toll free 877-862-6800 and mention the Gazette promo
ad. Offer good for stays up to June 30, 2011, not valid with other
discounts & subject to availability. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So.
Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on Rt. 7 for 1-1/2 miles,
same entrance as Holiday Inn Express, on the left.

RODEWAY INN
Close to downtown burlington and university mall. Enjoy free
continental breakfast, Highspeed internet and pets welcome.
Special rate for room with two double beds or a one king bed for
$44.99 USD per night plus tax.Rates valid through 04/30/11 and
based on availability. Pet charge $10.00/pet/night USD.
CALL: 802-862-6421.

COMFORT SUITES
1712 Shelburne Road, South Burlington, VT 05403
$79.95 plus 10% tax Includes: Deluxe studio suite, hot buffet
breakfast, complimentary wireless internet. Rates based upon
availability. Call the hotel directly for this special offer:
802-860-1112. Call toll-free 888-898-5179.
Offer Expires April 30, 2011.

GORGES GRANT HOTEL
Explore OGUNQUIT, MAINE Three distinctive AAA ◆ ◆ ◆ properties
each with their own style & appeal. Perfect for family outings
or a romantic getaway. Walk to beaches. Free WIFI & PC use,
spacious rooms, heated pools, Jacuzzi, fitness center, Raspberri’s
for breakfast. Playhouse, spa & golf packages. Check our “Internet
Specials” and reserve online at www.ogunquit.com or call Gorges
Grant Hotel 800.646.5001, Juniper Hill Inn 800.646.4544, The
Milestone 800.646.6453

MARINER RESORT ON THE OGUNQUIT RIVER
Distant Ocean views, Large outdoor pool and hot tub, heated indoor
Pool, light breakfast. Our spacious accomodations include NEW
deluxe 2 queen bedrooms and 2-room suites. All rooms feature:
large refrigerators, microwaves, dinette set, Free WiFi, PC use,
Fitness Room and BBQs. On the trolley route. Check out our
Midweek Special rates and Book online at: www.marinerresort.com
or call us 800-335-9331

VILLAGE COVE INN
The Village Cove Inn has the ideal location within walking distance
to downtown Kennebunkport and our local beach. Enjoy indoor and
outdoor heated pools and fitness room, free daily breakfast, parking
and WIFI access. All rooms elegantly furnished and have coffee
makers,hairdryers & refrigerators. Great package deals this summer.
Tel: 207-967-3993 / 1-800-879-5778 www.villagecoveinn.com
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